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public in his realms and dominions, the very illustrious Sefior Don
Pedro de Lodefia, governor and captain general of this city and its
province, ordered to be brought before him an Italian calling him-
self Octavius Toscano, now held prisoner in the city jail by the holy
office of the inquisition, whose statement was taken in the following
terms:
Asked what his name is and nationality, he said that, as above
stated, his name is Octavius Toscano and that he is a native of the
city of Florence . . . He came to this city in the English fleet on the
first day of Lent in the present year, because the English took him
prisoner at Santiago, Cape Verde ...
... he went from Cadiz to the island of Tenerife in company
with Leonardo Turiano, an Italian engineer, who by His Majesty's
order was proceeding to the island of La Palma to plan and build a
wharf there. They made the journey in a ship with Captain Juan
Nunez, governor of those islands; and he has no trade. From there
he went to Santiago, Cape Verde, in company with Nicolas Bendi-
bobere, a German, with a cargo of wine from Garachito to trade for
slaves at Cape Verde.
. . . they captured him on (p. 2) the seventh of December, one
thousand five hundred and eighty five, and made him serve and lay
the table, and lead and fetch a mount for a captain named Carassa,
who ordered him to teach him Italian ...
... he said that at Cape Verde the Englishman had eighteen
vessels, six large and the rest small... on board these vessels he had
about three thousand men, seamen and soldiers and servants.
Asked whether any vessels were detached from the English fleet
after they captured him, or if he understood that any had been
detached previously, he said that none were detached nor did he
understand that any had been.
Asked how many ships the English had when they reached Santo
Domingo, he said that they had the same eighteen, but not as many
men, for most of them had died.
Asked whether the Englishman received any reinforcement from
England or elsewhere, or whether any other ships joined him
during the time that he was with the fleet, he said only five ships
which he took at Santo Domingo, two in the haven when he
occupied it and the others when they came up from outside.
. . . from Santo Domingo they steered for the mountain range at
Santa Marta and thence to this city ... when they reached here they
were about one thousand six hundred men, many of them sick; and
five or six hundred landed.